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Dear Parents and Carers,

What a joyful and enriching first half term it has been since September. The children have settled
beautifully into their routines, supported by staff who worked tirelessly to prepare safe, nurturing
and stimulating classrooms. With a renewed focus on the Zones of Regulation and restorative
practice, pupils are learning to understand their emotions, regulate their responses and build
respectful relationships.

Learning has extended well beyond the classroom. Rowan and Ash Classes enjoyed a hands on trip
to Pizza Express, learning about following instructions, teamwork and independence, followed by a
confidence building walk through the local community. Willow Class also explored the local park,
engaging in sensory play and discovering nature with curiosity and joy. A major highlight was the
visit to the Tower of London, where pupils travelled by train and bus with maturity, representing
Phoenix Arch with exemplary behaviour and even receiving praise from members of the public.
These experiences are far more than outings they are vital extensions of our curriculum,building
life skills, confidence and social understanding.

This term, we have deepened our commitment to inclusion through our involvement in the Brent
Schools Race Equality Programme. Pupils have taken part in anti racism workshops and assemblies,
exploring themes of fairness, identity and respect. These themes will continue throughout theiyear
not only during Black History Month. As these topics can be sensitive, we will also be offering
parent workshops to support open and meaningful conversations at home.
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Our assembly programme has celebrated both our school values and our rich community. We
revisited the importance of kindness, respect and responsibility, explored global traditions for
World Food Day and reflected on hope and light through our Diwali assembly. For World Mental
Health Day children were encouraged to recognise and express their emotions using the Zones of
Regulation and to understand how to care for their wellbeing.

We were delighted to welcome families to our Asthma and Allergy Awareness Coffee Morning, which
helped strengthen our partnership with parents and carers. Your engagement, questions and
support remind us of the shared commitment we hold for every child's safety, wellbeing and
success.

Music has once again filled our corridors, with choir sessions returning in full voice. Some pupils
have also begun instrumental lessons, building confidence through rhythm, performance and
expression. Music continues to be a powerful part of school life, supporting communication and
emotional development.

Children are also thoroughly enjoying our new KS?1 playground, a vibrant space for active play, turn
taking and developing friendships. It is wonderful to see so many happy faces and hear their
laughter each day.

None of this would be possible without our hardworking and dedicated staff, whose care,
commitment and consistency ensure our children continue to thrive every day. I am incredibly
proud of our team here at Phoenix Arch.

Above all, we are proud of every single child for the progress they have made this half term. Thank
you to all our families for your ongoing support. To those celebrating the festival of lights, we
wish you a Happy Diwali and Saal Mubarak.

Best Wishes



